49                         Land - Owning Classes and Institutions
BEWFIC1AL LAND TENURES
BRAHMADAYA TENURES
The Brahmanas constituted a very important section
among the land - owning classes of the region. They generally
acquired land through gifts from the Vijayanagara government,
Vijayanagara Officials and also from private individuals who
belonged to the different castes and classes in society The
tenure under which Brahmanas held land may be classified
as beneficial tenure. There were many factors which
contributed to the emergence of Brahmanas as landrtords
under this tenure. They were as follows:
The feelings of ptty and benevolence were primary
force which was operating in those times and which led to
the creation of land-grants under beneficial tenure. They found
expression in religious and charitable gifts. The foundation of
Vijayanagara had a religious background. The founders were
inspired by the ideals of protection, preservation and
promotion erf Hindu Dharma and culture in all rts aspects,
such as religion and religious institutions, tradftfonaf teaming,
lores, literature and arts. The Vijayanagara otters were highly
religious. They expressed this ideal in a variety of forms.
One was the sign-manual, Sri Virupaksha inscribed in
Kannada characters at the end of their copper-plate
documents This manifests their firm faith in God and belief
that they were his instruments whosoever be the ruler issuing
the charter ;t /-/as assigned in name of the guardian deity of